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EDITORIAL 


On May 26th of this year, the American Geophysical Union dis- 
played the academic equivalent of a barroom brawl at a conference in 
Boston. On one side, Dr. Louis Frank presented evidence of his theory 
that the Earth is being bombarded by as many as 25,000 house-sized ice 
comets every day (Boston Herald, 5-27-98). On the other side were a var- 
iety of critics of the claim, saying that Frank's information is 
flawed and that no evidence existed for such a bombardment. What ‘data 
was flawed? 

It seems that about twelve years ago Frank found curious satell- 
ite images of the Earth's aurora with hundreds of dark pixels, unident- 
ified images which he claimed could only be low-density ice comets, 
like giant snowballs that fell apart upon contact with the atmosphere. 

The question is were the images of real objects, or artifacts 
of the data collection processing system, namely the satellite's dig- 
ital reproduction? There has been no independent confirmation of the 
innumerable ice comets by others and researchers had blamed Frank's 
attempt to enhance the auroral images for producing the dark pixels. 

Insults erupted at the meeting over what, in essence, was a photo- 
graph of unidentified flying ohjects, UFOs. The important issue here is 
that had the photography been labeled as UFO imagery (not in the popular 
sense of what UFOs are, alien, but in the literal interpretation of 
UFO, unidentified.), which initially it more correctly is as opposed to 
the supposition of it being of ice comets, it would likely have not been 
admitted to the conference, or if it had, would have been taken far less 
seriously than it was. 

The term "UFO" has taken on an entirely different meaning from 
that intended when the phrase was first coined by the government. It 
has become a poisonous term to science in a sense that is almost irr- 
ational. There is nothing wrong with researching and investigating an 
unidentified flying object; after all, the U.S. Air Force did such for 
over twenty years. It only becomes difficult when one attaches an exotic 
backdrop to it. 

The bottom line is that the eruption at the AGU conference is a 
good example of why all spins on unexplained reports or images, or on 
the term "UFO" must be removed, whether it is "aliens" by UFO adherents 
or ice comets by some in the realm of science. There will be no progress 
in the study of aerial mysteries until such withdrawls occur. Some might 
call it a hopeless task at this point, but maybe such a realignment of 
thinking would at a future time allow a UFO photo, an instrumental de- 


] 


tection of a UFO, or a UFO sighting by capable witnesses to be discussed 
at mainstream scientific conferences without the accumulated baggage of 
over fifty years of nonsensical biases. 

As if to stress this, a popular columnist, Marilyn Vos Savant, 
the acknowledged record-holder of the world's highest IQ (Guinness Book 
of World Records), recently wrote about becoming involved in causes 
(Parade, 6-7-98): 

"...great causes are like religions: They set standards and create 
goals, but the ideals are never reached because they're usually unreal- 
istic in a free society (Sound like UFOlogy? ed.). If you're an emotiona 
person, getting involved in a cause will very likely lead to frustration 
and unhappiness. If you're not an emotional person, however, you won't 


feel too bad about it - and maybe you'll make a difference." 
With that, the matter boils down to whether the community of UFO 
researchers will get the message, or whether they will miss it - again! 


THE USS SUPPLY SIGHTING OF 1904 


On March, 9, 1904, the New York Times published what must have 
been one of the more remarkable articles of that era. In it is described 
rapid formation flying by three strange objects over a U.S. naval vessel 
in the Pacific, barely a year after the first powered aircraft flight 
by the Wright brothers. 

The report has been described by a variety of books and journals 
as an example of a vintage UFO report supporting the notion that extra- 
terrestrials have visited the Earth well before the Kenneth Arnold "firs 
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UFO of 1947. Charles Fort (Books of Charles Fort, 1941, pg. 298) described 


the objects as "..of different susceptibilities to all forces of this 


earth and of the air." Lore and Denea- ‘ 
ult (Mysteries of the Skies, 1968, pg. New Vouk Lace 
90) called them "flying objects of 

superior performance." In "The UFO 


Evidence"(Richard Hall, NICAP, 1964, 
pg-13), the sighting is listed under areh 7, 1904 


Section 2, Intelligent Control, and 
described with the addendum that, 
"Meteors, of course, do not travel 


: 

, 
in echelon formation, change course i They Were Red Ones, the Larg 
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and climb, nor remain visible for } 
tes minutes” . About Six Suns Big. 
In both the Times story, and a 
more detailed account in the "Monthly 
Weather Review" of March 1904 (see 
next page), the objects are described 
as “meteors, 


that time existed, so there was little the horizon and below the dlouds, trayel 
else to call such reports. ! in a group directly toward the Supply; 
Reading the accounts from that Lieut. Schofield reports tHat at first tl 


time, we have only a few possibilities motion was rapid and the color a rathe 
1) some sort of extraordinary they appeared to soar aboye the clouds at 


flying machines of unknown origin. 

2) a concoction by the witnesses, 
seemingly unlikely as they would have 
been lying to their superiors for no 


as to what the objects were: prose red, As they appronched the ship 


an clevation af about forty4five degrees. 
The largest: meteor had a apparent 


apparent reason. UFO celebrities they | third meteors were round. It;is estima 
would not have been in 1904! | the metecrs were about a mile aboye 
3) a formation of meteors. {aon 3, ‘ 
. _-——_—_————— 


NAVY OFFICER SEES METEQRS. 


‘WASHINGTON, Murch §—In a report to 
the Navy Department received toediy, 
Lieut. Frank H. Schofield, commanding 
the Supply, from Guam for San Franelsco, 
" nothing more. The terms tells of the observance on Feb. 28 laét of 
"UFO" and "Flying Saucer" had not at three meteors which he says appeared near 


of about six suns. It wis icgg-shuped— 
the sharper end forward. The second and 


est 


Ing 


1elr 


rea 


a a i rs es ee 


ted 
thy | 
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In any UFO investigation, 
it is required of the investigator 
that all mundane explanations be 
ruled out before declaring a re- 
port to be unidentified. With the 
report from the Supply, it must 
be determined that the three ob- 
jects could not have been meteors 
to declare them to be UFOs. We 
are fortunate that Lt. Schofield's 
statement is detailed enough so 
that one may walk through the in- 
cident as if almost being there. 

The ship was located some 
250 miles WSW of San Francisco in 
the Pacific Ocean. The objects 
were seen by three people near the 
horizon in the NNW below the clouds 
(see MWR, point 2). At this point, 
if the objects were below a cloud 
cover, estimated by Lt. Schofield 
at being one mile up, it is un- 
likely that they were meteors 
without their having impacted 
nearby. It also strains logic to 
think that large meteors would 
take an upward turn that close to 
the surface and disappear from 
view. 

However, we aren't really 
clear on what Schofield meant by 
"below the clouds." 

In Figure 1, we see an ill- 
ustration of three objects seen 
in clear sky below scattered 
clouds, and we know it was scatt- 


ered because Schofield said so in point 8 of MWR. 
ally below the clouds from the perspective of the witnesses, 


“Manca, 1904. 
cm MONTHLY WEATHER: REVIEW. 


& 
REMAREABLE METEORS. 
By Lieat. Frank H. Scnorreco, U. 5. Navy. 


The following report, as kindly communicated by the editor 
of the Pilot Chart, is dated U. S. S. Supply, at sea, latitude 36° 
90’ north; longitude 127° 36’ west, February 28, 1904: 


1. I have the honor to report that three somewhat remarkable meteors 
were observed from this ship at 6:10 a. m. (Greenwich mean time 3 hours 
12 minutes) February 28, 1904, in latitude 35° 58° north, longitude 128° 
36’ west. . ; 

9. The meteors appeared near the horizon and below the clouds, trav- 
eling in a group from northwest by north (true) directly toward the ship, 
At first their angular motion was rapid and color a rather bright red. 
As they approached the ship they appeared to soar, passing above the 
clouds at an elevation of about 45°. After rising above the clouds their 
angular motion became less and less until it ceased, when they appeared 
to be moving directly away from the earth at an elevation of about 75° 
and in direction west-northwest (true). It was noted that the color 
became less pronounced as the meteors gained in angular elevation. 

3. When sighted, the largest meteor was in the lead, followed by the 
second in size at a distance of less than twice the diameter of the larger, 
and then by the third in size at a similar distance from the second in size. 
They appeared to be traveling in echelon, and so continued as long as in 
sight. re 
"a The largest meteor had an apparent areaof about sixsuns. It was 
egg-shaped, the sharper end forward. This end was jagged in outline. 
The after end was regular and full in outline. 

5. The second and third meteors were round and showed no imperfec- 
tions in Shape. The second meteor was estimated to be twice the size 
of the sun in appearance, and.the third meteor about the size of the sun. 

6. When the meteors rose there was no change in relative positions; 
nor was there at any’time any evidence of rotation or tumbling of the 
larger meteor. 4 

7, IT estimated the clouds to be not over one mile high. 

8. The near approach of these meteors to the surface and the subse- 
quent flight away from the surface appear to be most remarkable, espe- 
cially so as their actual size could not have been great. That they did 
come below the clouds and soar instead of continuing their southeasterly 
course is also equally certain, as the angular motion ceased and the color 
faded as they rose. . The clouds iu passing between the meteors and the 
ship completely obscured the former. Blue sky could be seen in the 
intervals between the clouds. 

9. The meteors were in sight over two minutes and were carefully 
observed by three people, whose accounts agree as to details. The 
officer of the deck, Acting Boatswain Frank Garvey, U. S. Navy, sighted 
the meteors and watched them until they disappeared. He sent a mes- 
Senger to me who brought an unintelligible message. When I arrived 
“ the bridge the meteors had been obscured for about one-half of a 
minute, 


The objects are liter- 
but it is 


equally likely that the objects were far beyond the clouds. Many times 
I have seen airliners approach Boston from the west, many miles away and 


obviously high up, 
skirting the treetops. 

Going back to point 8 of MWR, 
passed in front of the clouds, 


osite in fact, 


field of the cloud height. 
ifier" (one who tries hard not to 
explain something) might suggest 
that when the objects were below 


the clouds and approaching the ship, 


initially they passed through a 
gap between the clouds in the dis- 
tance, as depicted in Figure2, 


ed and passed over the ship, 
Figure 3, 


as in 


which would have 
were below the clouds and approaching the ship. 
that they were at times obscured 
would have placed them higher than the one mile 
A "myst- 


and 
only became obscured when they near- 


but my perspective shows the landing lights often just 


Schofield never said that 
had to happen 
He said quite the opp- 
by the clouds, which 
estimate given by Scho- 


the objects 
if they 


Figure | 


The problem here is that the suggestion Figure 2 
that they were below the clouds (less than one 
mile up) weakens if they were never seen to 
have passed in front of the clouds on the initial 
approach. We have no real evidence that they 
were that low. The illusion of closeness due 
to the human eye's lack of 3D perception of 
objects at great distance on the horizon seems 
to be working more here in this case. A similar 
horizon illusion occurs with the so-called "Moon Illusion" where the 
full moon rising is often reported by witnesses to be much larger low 
in the sky than higher up. The moon never really changes size but when 
it is low in the sky, with distant buildings and trees appearing small 
by comparison, the moon seems to be much larger and closer than it actually 
is. 

More support for the objects being at a large distance when first 
seen is evident in point 2 of MWR on page 3. Schofield said,"At first 
their angular motion was rapid and color a rather bright red." Later on 
in the account he said,"It was noted that the color became less pronounced 
as the meteors gained in angular elevation." This color variation can 
be attributed to the same thing that makes the sun reddish when low on 
the horizon. Light passing through thick layers of the Earth's atmosphere 
at low altitude becomes scattered by air molecules, allowing the lower 
frequency red light to filter through more readily to observers. As the 
light source elevates, the light becomes less scattered because the air 
is thinner, and the more natural color returns. Schofield didn't specif- 
ically say what the colors of the objects were higher up but he did say 
that the color became less pronounced,implying a whiter appearance, more 
like typical meteors. 

The objects moved in echelon formation with the largest one lead- 
ing, the next largest one about a diameter of the first away, and the 
third at a similar distance from the second; i.e. a rather tightly 
packed formation (see point 3, MWR). 

The large object was egg-shaped, point forward and the equivalent 
of six suns in area, quite sizeable. The other objects were round and 
smaller (points 4&5, MWR). 

Is it not possible to suggest that the large object with the point- 
ed head and broad end was a meteor flaking off two chunks, trailing the 
first off to the side and behind; the large one presenting a jagged front 
like a rough-edged rock, 
peeling off into a stubby, 
trailing ionization, giving 
the appearance of an egg- 
shape, while the smaller 
chunks are more regularly & 
shaped, giving a more &S 
rounded aspect like normal e 
meteors? Fe 

The size of the lar- 
gest object is unusual at 
first glance, but further 
on in Schofield's report 
he says (point 8, MWR), 
after commenting on how 
remarkable the sight was: 

"..their actual size Figure 3 
could not have been great." 


4° ‘ 
%” Horizon view 


If Schofield had reported that the first object were as large 
as six suns, then what made him think that they could not have been 
large? This leads one to think that the size of the first object could 
be attributed to the object and the entire glow of ionization around it. 
Any meteor observer is aware that much of the area covered by a meteor's 
profile is from the ionization glow around it rather than of the rocky 
body itself. Fireballs shooting across the sky can make an impressive 
appearance, lighting up the entire celestial sphere with their glow. 

A mystifier might say, "If these might have been meteors, why 
weren't long trails reported for such sizeable objects?" In fact, such 
trails do not always occur. In "Fireballs, Meteors and Meteorites" by 
Harold Povenmire (JSB Enterprises, 1980), Povenmire, an assistant dir- 
ector of the American Meteor Society, states, "Some fireballs as bright 
as -18 (magnitude) do not leave any significant train." 

So we see the likelihood that many high-flying, glowing bodies, 
not leaving trails or trains behind, could still be meteors, killing the 
common stereotype of what meteors are supposed to look like. 

The sighting was said to have been over two minutes in duration, 
rather long for a meteor normally. In an article on the 1949 General 
Mills incident (Just Cause, Dec. 1995), I had péinted out that such long- 
duration meteors were not unheard of, one in 1972 lasted 100 seconds. 

If the 1904 objects were tangential, or skipping meteors, those 
which have been documented to skip off the atmosphere like a rock skipp- 
ing on water when thrown at a low angle,(discussed in the General Mills 
piece), let us say that the skip took place less than a quarter of the 
Earth's circumference NNW of the ship's position. This would place the 
nadir of the meteors’ path over western Siberia, poorly populated and, 
therefore, poorly witnessed. Penetration into the atmosphere would have 
been deepest early in the sighting, so that the meteors would be at their 
brightest while relatively low on the horizon to the Supply's crew. This 
is supported by the fact that they were easily visible at great distance. 
And how do I know that they were at great distance? The red coloration 
of the formation's light mentioned earlier is evidence that the light 
passed through as much air as the sun's light passes through each day. 

As the objects begin to approach their exit from the atmosphere, 
they become less reddish and move higher. As they move out into space in 
the region of sky almost over the ship, angular momentum reduces to a 
crawl and they soon fade out, as described by Schofield. Such movement 
would keep the objects in view for a longer period than a lateral move- 
ment from horizon to horizon would. When I lived in Somerville, Mass. in 
1970, I saw a fireball overfly the city of Boston on a south to north 
track. I followed it across much of the sky, but the longest time in 
view of the ten seconds of its duration was when it was virtually station- 
ary as it moved almost directly away from my position into the north. 
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Figure 4 (previous page) gives a more realistic scenario of the 
view from the Supply. 


The final sketch in Figure 5, 


in a zoom-away view, 


shows a poss- 


ible path for a tangential meteor formation's movement near the Earth 


and its aspect relative to 
of course, 


are, 


A®@ 


the ship. 
uncertain. 


The deflection angle and altitude 


A : Meteor perhaps began as a larger 
. body approaching Earth. 


B: At the 
atmosp 


C: Point 
sight 

D: Format 
vicini 

E: The Su 
Pacifi 
(Sizes 
A 3D m 


point of skip off of the 
here, body may have frag- 


E mented. 


at which the Supply caught 
of the formation. 

ion leaving the Earth's 

ty and fading. 

pply's position in the 

c. 

are not relative in sketch. 
odel is more illustrative.) 


It is rare to be able to study such an old UFO report in detail. 
But { feel it is now possible to consider a flight of tangential meteors 


as a reasonable possibility for an explanation in this instance. 


removed from the event, we can never be certain, 


So far 
yet every effort needs 


to be made to turn UFOs into IFOs before even thinking that these reports 
are proof of alien visitation. 


New York 
Times 


Feh, 20 (922 


This 
object has 
the look of 
a meteor; 
moon-sized, 
flaming, 
with a long 
train. Look 
at how long 
it was in 
view. 3 min- 
utes and 20! 
What might 
it be? Or, 
is there a 
flaw in the 
report? We 
will explore 


it next issue, 


‘surrounded by a fami! 


But Then Again....! 
"A MYSTERY AT SEA ? 
Offtcer of the Vauban Tells of 


Astronomical Phenomenon Off 
the Brazilian Coast. 


On the arrival of the Lamport and 
Holt Uner Vauben yesterday at Ho- - 
boken from South American ports, * 
Frank C. Blessing,- second officer, re- 
ported witnessing an astronomica] pbe- 
nomenon on the night of February 11 
off the comst of Brazil which Lit up the 
ship and the sea like day and startled 


those on deck. ‘The officer said he was 
in charge of the wale bells 


below the eastern horizon. 

When he took his observations the fire 
ball, which was as largé as the full 
moon in the Southern hemisphere and 


sky an& sea. was a 
ve the horizon. It was tra at 


6 


erent and ens In sight three 
nu twent~ F 

In itn ea the ere sent Officer 
Blessing said’: ll was very 


fiery and a brililant red, with a tall and 

long flery trail, which Lit up the 
seca in all directions. The snl, and 
for a eee of a mile a . wee 
lit up | ke day, and the light was #0 
brillian at it dimmed the Jamp in the 
kl er aes and the sm ree Dern 
w caused pessengers e rush 
out on deck to see what was the matter. 
I was scared at the strange sight, be- 
cause [ thought that it had F Ronen to 
do with the end of the world. It was 
See cerare Or Bimnerqon REG came up from 

aa rena ee 8 ae ee 

renith. 

FT could not Fh how far it waa 
Oe the ship when Jt paascd across the 
bows. I called the ptalin to geo it bait 
by the time he reached enh bridge the 


ball of flre had disap I cannot 
imagine what !t could rhave b been and the 
tronomers attached the observa- 


tories could not explain mt to me. 

** When we arrived at Rio de Janeire 
the scientists from the observatory came 
oh board and questioned me as to the 
time I had acen the enon 


what {it was like, cnd the same thing 
took place 5 onte- 
video. From mn whee the d 


me the bi of fire taet hen bees 
. aye 
visib itn s a 


radius of .700 miles 
north,: south, east and .weet of the Vau- 
ban when we observed It.’ 


HARTFORD COURANT, HARTFORD, CONN 
17 AUGUST 1904 PAGE 8, COLUMN 3 


) Rate * 2 gecahes’?s 


'|BUT THEORY YHAT IT'S AN AIR: 
|| SHIP IS EXPLODED. ~*~" 
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‘| reer y mugyt Ix THE vi-|* 


CINITY OF KEW BRITALZ. 


‘ 


Many Have Seen It and Ave 6111) Mre- fion vf 


- e 
He couldn't make out what It was 
unl egme on@ among them suggested 
that it might be an alr ship, as the 
light In it wae much brighter than is 
usually on balloons and burned stead- 
fer and longer. He said he saw it last 
night and the night before, but eo far 
as peeitg any thing that looked [lke an 
air ship waa concerned he would have 
to plead not gullty, . 
Michae) Stone, the night watchman 
at the burner shop department of the 


DPristol Brase Company In Foreatvilla,” 


hue also seen the mysterious Nght In 
the sky every night for some 2. He 
‘gatd this evening that every aight for 
a week, including last night; the bright 
ht has arisen from the ty of 
oe eres it winnily poate 
alr. @ pays it usually 
oes to the north in the vicinity of 
rmington and cossts ever towards 
He had called the atten- 
Frederick 


Forestville, 
5 Of Whom work in 


tied Be te Hs Origta—Geed Views | poy with him. to the mysterious light. 


ef It from Fereéstville and Pialz- 
willie. : 


ie “(Bpecial te The Courant.) 


Last night there wefe several young 
men, about 10:30, “ os of the burn- 
er shop watching for e a Pye 
of the Nght. If came up at uss 
time and they all looked at it, for,® 

It went last evening id the 


a ee tel ee oer? kon -{I time. 
“ x5 Bristol Aug. 1¢. vicinity of Farmingtan and was ‘fioat- 
It “has been reported the last few | ing around the skies when they left and 


days thet 
two miles north of Forestville on the 
road to Farmington, while out late on 
Sunday night saw dn alr ship cone 


Daniel Collina, who lives] went to thelr homes. e 


arry Townsend whoes name has 
Sonn used In connection with the eire 


ebip ts superintendent of the mechanl-- 


cal department of the Corbin Cabinet 


at @ rapid rate from theJi¥rection of} Lock Company of New Britain. "He 


New Britain, and land neart bis house. 
After the ship had atruck'the ground 


saic to-day that he hed been experi- 
menting on a model for an alr ship 
and that thus far he had completed a 


the story-trent that Coiling sew-@ mah | paper model four feet long, whieh was 


slight ftom it whom be recognised as 
Harry Townsend of New Britain, a 


former resident of Bristol. It was also]. 


comfortably resting on the bottom of 
his cellar atibis home tn New Britain. 
He says the story of hie making tripe in 
n airship or balloon was 


reported, that Townsend recognised | The origin-of the light-ts still a mys- 


Collins, told Bim that he was testing s/t 


new alr abip, And to say nothing about 


young man who have been out fate a 


ery. aa E 
“Tate thie evening residénts of For- 
estvilie saw the light.which seemed 


night for the past week sald they hed ng some distance north o pene 
eeen a bright Nght tn the heavens In Briain, Thoet who saw. it are ati 
the direction of Plainville and Farm- | usabis te explain. what it fa © : 
ington, and that it must have been the [——-= —====>= si 7 


-air ship that Calling sald Re had seen. 
| Coltine wag sean at’ his Rome this 
(evening, three miles from Bristol, and 
he said that there were several faults 
with the story. Collins ts the soe of 
Timotby Collins asd be works at the 
Turner ahop th Edgewood. He ald 
that for several nights past -be bad 
seen a very bright Nght artee from the 
vicinity of: New Briein and go up 
high in the alr, at the same time Grift- 
ing towards Farmington and Piain- 
ville, The light usually arcee* from 
the earth about 10 o'clock and bome 
nighla was much later. He bad witR 


other yourlg men.eapecially his brother 


not the light and there*was much 


apeculation among them as to ita mean- 


ing. * 


nongpensé. | 


an Mp 


Drang 3 [fou 


toe 


At ® 


A TRAVELING LIGHT. > 


'|Carious Phénomenon in the Heavens 
ou, oo: it Last Nights 
ws ; 


: ‘ ; he sBla 
- A curlous phenomenon was witnessed 
by several persons in andjabout |Phoe- 
‘| Nix last night. ; About \8 o'clodk a Jight 
suddenly appeared in the pouthwpstern 
heavens.” Those lying In thé central 
part of towh thought\at first.that It 
was a light ent up on aykite'or.n a 
hot.air balloon. ‘The HNght-reezmed to 
‘be as.large pa the full: moon.add wap 
moving very| rapidly in a northeasieyy 
direction. Butipeople living jn the éx- 
treme, nouthtestern partclof the city 
said ithey hdd \seen} it: still ‘routhwest 
| of, them and|the-aize of {t ¢ appeared 
the rame as jl had to those who saw It 
from the center of the city. This cir- 
| cumstgnce proved that the light wns ot 
a greater helght than had -bren/ aup- 
posed by the observers.) ea ee 
.Though ft appeared to be traveling 
\dfrectly from|the southwest and would 
jtherefore pash over the town, ttn pith 
led far north of the cjty.| From the 
time it was finut seen until'it was di- 
rectly in the north was ‘about tenynin- 
utes, It then seemed to grow smalitr! 
‘{untib it looked no latger sthan a star’ 
end might haye-been taken for one but 
for its lurid calor and its flickering. By 
this: time it war moving ro slowly |that 
the motion. could be detected gnly by its 
thanged position tn the course of jfive 
minutes’ obs tion. It seemed th be 
épprouching‘the horizon. At ie 
| A party of jJodies living four or ‘five 
miles east, of| the clty called at |The} 
Republican office Jact night and. ssid 
‘| they had seen) it! while they’ were driv- 
; {ng along the rosd:not far from the in- 
ho asylum, | Their- description ef-it 
na the same |aw.that df -the obserycrs 
town.’, oo, bate Naye | 
ven after it had disappeared, that te 
len the intefmittent ‘Nickering could 
Ho longer be observed, a strong place! 
br t {t'into view and gave It sup 


SBA cil SE pd Taek Kya 


—— 


nt diameter‘of a foot. 2 eh es 
sy Tig vce et oe 1 Ph Lee ee ee J 
‘ “So'fdr.us Could be learned from’ thése’ 
‘who. siw the Nght it was din. view. of 
Phorn& for about half an hour, ©. *| >. 
i {\- i, 


— » esters 
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(The sighting from the USS Supply was certainly not typical of 


UFO reports in the early part of this century. 


numbers, 


ends of the U.S. 


"norm" 


several UFOlogists I've encountered through the years!) 


As we will see in future 
bizarre-looking airships and planes were more the 
These two reports from 


then. 
1904 document more peculiar lights at different 
Some reports were embellished with details of mysterious 
inventors in untraceable machines. When they weren't, 
be attributed to "fire balloons,” 


reports often could 
akin to the more modern laundry bag 
balloons which are easily launched by amateurs with cheap materials and 


eerie results from a lit bag filled with hot air, a description not unlike 
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B-24 SIGHTS "CIRCLES OF LIGHT" 


4 B-24 of the 11th Bomb Group on a 
snooper mission over Truk during the 
eerly mornigg hours of 3 May 1945, 
encountered what may prove to be as 
baffling a phenomena as the balls of 
fire eeen by the B-29s while over the 
Japanese mainland, (Excerpted From Hq. 
AAF, FOA, Air Intell,Memo No.4, 8 imy 
195.) ° 


The B-24 first observed two red circles of light approaching the plane from below 
whilo still over the Truk atoll, One light was on the right and the other was seon 
on the left of tho B-24, Tho light on the left side turned back after one and one 
half hours, Tho ono on the right remained with the bomber until the B-24 was only 
10 miles from Guan, From the time that the B-24 left the atoll, the light never 
left its position on the right side, It was reported by the crew members a6 some- 
timos ahead,* comotimos behind, and somotimes alongside the B-24 and always about 
1200 to 1500 yds distant, 


_ At day break, the crew roported that this light climbed to 15,000 ft and stayed in 
the sun, It was a short tim aftorward that the B-24 let down &nd wont through a 
300 foot undorcast and lost sight of tho light, \ 


‘During the flight from Truk to Guam, the light was observed to change from an 
orango color to a bright yellow or white like alectric light, The light was also 
doseribed as somotimos looking like a phosphorous glow. This soquonce of color 
changes occurred at rogular intervals, The light appeared to bo about one foot in 
dicmutor and tho changes in color did not follcw a pattern of acceler’ tion or do- 
calurrtion, . ‘ 


The light followsé tho Be24 in dives from 11,000 ft to 3000 ft, through sharp course 
changos and uvcn briof cloud cover always keeping its same rolative position and 
distanco, At ono time, the pilot turned into the light and he definitely reports 

no closure occurring, During tho night high cirrus clouds msked the moonlight and 
no pirt of objoct wes observod:except the light, At daybreak, tho light changed to 

a stoady whito glow and a possible wing shape with a silver glow wes noted by somo 


membors of tho crew, 
e 


Guam radar units reported no bogies plotted at any time tmt this light was within 
its range, Tho crow monbers reported that tho light finally left them whon only 10 
miles from Guan, The light wes never close enough to the bomber to give & single 
blip on tho radar and therefore’should have been easily detected, Two blips with 
IFF wore not reported at this timo, the B-24ebeing tho only plane on the scope, 


Tho re rt from tho Guam radar units plus tho fact that!tho light was always seen 
on the right sido of the B-24, and that evon when tho bomber turned into the light, 
no rato of closuro was noted tends to mke tho possibility of a jet powered or 
evon & conventional type aireraft a doubtful one, 


A preliminary ovaluation by the Assistant Chief of Air Staff Intelligence gives 

the following possibilities: > 

3 Japan- 
"It 4s balievod tho lights obscrved were those of an unknown type mounted on 
ese airernft with th capabilities of an Irving on an oxperimontal or observation ‘ 
mission, Whilo cortain jet oxhaust flame characteristics are Apparent, the rangs an 
length of light greatly exceod the known capabilities of friendly or enemy jot ? 
aircraft, While observations vary considerably from characteristics of Balls o 
Firo" recently soon over Japanese homeland, ‘there is groat need for intolligence 


on all air phononona, 


SECRET Section II = Pega 3 


(Extracted from Headquarters, Eastern Air Command, South 
"Weekly Intelligence Summary," June 1, 1945 - Thanks to 


ae ROS Sa 


East Asia 
Jan Aldrich) 


